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© Salvador Dali, Fundacié Gala-Salvador Dal, © Salvador Dali, Fundacié Gala-Salvador Dali,
VEGAP, Figueres, 2019. National Galleries of VEGAP, Figueres, 2019. National Galleries of
Scotland. Purchased with the assistance of the Scotland. Purchased with the assistance of the
Friends of the National Libraries, 1999 Friends of the National Libraries, 1999
Photograph featuring 'Bust of Woman Devoured Roland Penrose with ‘Bust of Woman
by Ants', in article ‘Privately viewed at midnight: Devoured by Ants’ by Salvador Dali at the
Surrealist “Dream-side” objects — perturbed, ‘Surrealist Objects & Poems’ exhibition,
found, constructed, interpreted', The Sketch, 1 London Gallery, 1937
December 1937

Date: 1937

Technique: Assemblage

Dimensions: Unknown

Location: Lost / Ephemeral work
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Description

This new version of the Retrospective Bust of a Woman is evidenced in two photographs of the exhibition
Surrealist Objects & Poems held at the London Gallery in 1937. In fact, the exhibition catalogue lists the work as
Bust of Woman Devoured by Ants, thus reinforcing the identification of a new version of the unique original
work, made in 1933. Up until now this version had been identified thanks to a photograph in which Roland
Penrose poses with the bust, in which we see a mostly white zootrope and a different inkwell and loaf of bread.
Nevertheless, a photograph published in the magazine Sketch on December 1, 1937, and other photographs
conserved in the National Galleries of Scotland, clearly show that the zootrope that forms part of the final state
of this version features images of a male figure.

Observations

All of the bibliographical references for the photograph of this unique original version with Roland Penrose, and
which therefore refer to a previous stage of the definitive work, are marked with an asterisk (*).

Exhibitions

e 1937, London, London Gallery, Surrealist Objectes & Poems, 24/11/1937 - 24/12/1937, cat. no. 30
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Reproduction Rights

The copyright on Salvador Dali's works, included those that are reproduced in this Web page, is held by the
Spanish State and has been granted in exclusivity to the Fundacié Gala-Salvador Dall.

Pursuant to intellectual property laws in force, the total or partial reproduction, distribution, transformation,
public communication, interactively making available to the public, as well as any other exploitation, by any
means, of the works included in this Web page is prohibited.

Any exploitation of Salvador Dali's works is subject to the prior application and clearance of the relevant licence
issued by VEGAP (tel. 91 532 66 32 and 93 201 03 31 ; www.vegap.es). Copyright infringement will be
prosecuted according to Laws.
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