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Description

Dali classed this Surrealist object in the ‘thinking machine’ category and described it in his article ‘Honneur a
I'objet’ in the following terms: ‘Tuxedo jacket covered with liqueur glasses containing peppermint, a liqueur
endowed, it seems, with mildly aphrodisiac virtues. This jacket has the arithmetic advantage of the paranoiac-
critical number games and combinations that can be evoked by the anthropomorphic situation of the glasses.
The myth of Saint Sebastian offers us a similar case: objectivable and measurable pain thanks to the number
and position of the arrows: the pain felt by Saint Sebastian can be evaluated. The aphrodisiac jacket is included
in the category of “thinking machines”. It may be worn for outings on evenings meteorologically calm but
pregnant with human emotion, provided that the person wearing it be transported in a very powerful machine
travelling very slowly (in order not to upset the liqueurs)’. During 1936, Dali exhibited this Surrealist object at
least twice: between the months of May and July it was on show in the Exposition surréaliste d’objets held at the
Charles Ratton gallery in Paris and at the International Surrealist Exhibition at the New Burlington Galleries in
London. On this last occasion, André Breton was photographed next to this Surrealist object.

Exhibitions

e 1936, Paris, Charles Ratton, Exposition Surréaliste d'Objets, 22/05/1936 - 29/05/1936, no reference
e 1936, London, New Burlington Galleries, International Surrealist Exhibition, 11/06/1936 - 04/07/1936, cat. no.
67
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Spanish State and has been granted in exclusivity to the Fundacié Gala-Salvador Dall.

Pursuant to intellectual property laws in force, the total or partial reproduction, distribution, transformation,
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