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A Tray of Objects
Six Objects

Unique  Or ig ina l  Work

© Salvador Dalí, Fundació Gala-Salvador Dalí, VEGAP,
Madrid, 2017. Archivo fotográfico Museo Nacional Centro
de Arte Reina Sofía.
Present state

© Salvador Dalí, Fundació Gala-Salvador Dalí, VEGAP,
Figueres, 2019. Archives Galerie Charles Ratton et Guy
Ladrière.
First state

Date: 1936

Technique: Assemblage
Cardboard box, stone, polychrome clay, glass,
alpaca, leather, chocolate, aluminium foil,
matchbox and plaster of Paris

Dimensions: 31 x 60 x 11 cm

Inscriptions: On the back of a sheet of cardboard: DALI

Location: Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía, Madrid
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D e s c r i p t i o n

This is the current state of the Surrealist object shown by Dalí in the Exposition surréaliste d’objets at the
Galerie Charles Ratton in Paris in 1936. Although it is not mentioned in the catalogue of the exhibition, it
appears in some of the photographs of the show, specifically in the interior of one of the display cabinets. At the
end of 1936, Dalí illustrates his article ‘Honneur à l’objet’, published in Cahiers d’Art, with a picture of this work,
but without giving the title. In fact, the title of this Surrealist object was unknown until 1968, when it was listed
as A Tray of Objects in the catalogue of the exhibition Dada, Surrealism, and Their Heritage held at MoMA in
New York. The object shown at MoMA conserved only six elements of the original work: an erotic group, a
paperweight, a stone foot, gloves covered with aluminium foil, a plaster foot and a book of matches. It is very
likely that the other original elements had been lost, and that some of these, such as the shoe, were replaced.

P r o v e n a n c e

Charles Ratton, Paris, ?-1968
Berggruen & cie., Paris, ?-1990

O b s e r v a t i o n s

The box from the Schiaparelli fashion house conserved together with this Surrealist object may be related to the
original work by Dalí.
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Pursuant to intellectual property laws in force, the total or partial reproduction, distribution, transformation,
public communication, interactively making available to the public, as well as any other exploitation, by any
means, of the works included in this Web page is prohibited.

Any exploitation of Salvador Dalí's works is subject to the prior application and clearance of the relevant licence
issued by VEGAP (tel. 91 532 66 32 and 93 201 03 31 ; www.vegap.es). Copyright infringement will be
prosecuted according to Laws.

http://www.vegap.es/

